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The National Theatre of Northern Greece presents the political comedy of Spanish
playwrights Ignacio del Moral and Ernesto Caballero, The Banker Always Wins Twice, a
belated catharsis on the Mediterranean economic crisis that scourged both Greece and
Spain alike, thus bringing to Thessaloniki’s audience the palliative illusion of
companionship in despair, together with some witty turns of phrase.

Το Κρατικό Θέατρο Βορείου Ελλάδος παρουσιάζει την πολιτική κωμωδία των Ισπανών
θεατρικών συγγραφέων Ιγνάθιο δελ Μοράλ και Ερνέστο Καμπαγιέρο, Ο τραπεζίτης
κερδίζει πάντα δύο φορές, μια αργοπορημένη κάθαρση της μεσογειακής οικονομικής
κρίσης που έπληξε τόσο την Ελλάδα όσο και την Ισπανία, φέρνοντας έτσι στο κοινό της
Θεσσαλονίκης την καταπραϋντική ψευδαίσθηση της συντροφικότητας στην απόγνωση,
μαζί με μερικές σπιρτόζικα γυρίσματα του λόγου.

[riduci]
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Il Teatro Nazionale della Grecia Settentrionale presenta la commedia politica degli
spagnoli Ignacio del Moral ed Ernesto Caballero Il banchiere vince sempre due volte ,
una catarsi tardiva sulla crisi economica dei paesi mediterranei che ha flagellato allo
stesso modo Grecia e Spagna, offrendo così agli spettatori tessalonicesi l’illusione
palliativa della compagnia in tempi disperati, oltre che qualche sagace giro di parola.

[riduci]

Marge and Bart, having been laid off and suffering the consequences of the economic
crisis in their lives, are led to a desperate act: the kidnapping of the country’s biggest
banker. Despite their efforts to send a loud political message through this act, the events
themselves take them over. Ultimately, it turns out that anyone and everything is
consumable, since that the system can replace and replenish everything at a
tremendous speed.

The play The Banker Always Wins Twice is a political comedy that captures the
bewilderment of people in front of a strong financial system, as well as their difficulty in
turning rage into meaningful political action.

Ignacio del Moral and Ernesto Caballero, two important representatives of the modern
Spanish theatre who know how to read the news and listen to the pulse of the time,
collectively write a work that comically highlights political opposition and, at the same
time, approaches human beings and their weaknesses with love.

As Greek director Dimitris Sakatzis purports: «Greece’s crisis is not significantly different
from Spain’s. Anyway, it’s two countries with their own peculiar explosive temperament,
who plunged at the same time into a deeply rooted crisis and were called upon to cope
with adversity in order to get out of it. So, a work of the Spanish present can certainly
reflect Greece today. And this could not be done except through a comedy. The human
tendency to impart to the most dramatic situations experienced a comedic tone is innate
and original. As well as humor is, when it comes to dealing with the “hard times”. A
comedy, then, and a dark one, as only this would most effectively affect the socio-
economic present and convey it in its own way to the audience. Through this work of
crisis, the dowry that the latter left us is highlighted, too. Thus, the prevalence of money
as a model of value, as Yasmine tells us in her disarming sincere naivety at “they have
forgotten the ideals here, they all look at themselves, they only think of the money”, co-
exists with those empowered through the crisis – neighbourhood and family institutions,
friendship and companionship. And the people keep spinning round and round hoping
for the best».

At the same time, the Spanish playwrights, who were present at the premiere on 1
February 2020 at Melina Mercouri’s Municipal Theatre of Kalamaria, said:

«We Spanish don’t have that many things to tell the Greeks about the Crisis that they
don’t already know. Both countries and both peoples underwent (and are still trying to
recover from) a harsh ordeal which confirmed (yet again) that taking care of the ordinary
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people doesn’t figure among the priorities of governments or large corporations. It’s no
surprise that the Crisis has left a lot of poor people in its wake in Spain. What is
surprising, though, is that it has also made a significant number of people rich. Which is
to say it has boosted both extremes, increasing inequality, desperation, social abuse and
the inequality gap in a society which had been relatively balanced until then. Those
suffocated by unemployment and the loss of the value of their labour serve to remind us
once again that the only way to face up to disaster is for the weak to join forces. Not
against the powerful any longer (which wouldn’t be a bad thing), but with each other, to
deal with adversity together. Our Greek and Spanish communities have shown
themselves capable of empathy and cooperation as families and neighbours have had to
fill the gap left by states and governments incapable of rising to the occasion. This is
what this play, which was written in the darkest days of the Crisis by two playwrights who
found themselves on the street, is all about. They saw what they saw, heard what they
heard, and decided to put everything their fellow citizens were suffering onto the stage.
With humour, but with anger too».

The show is still playing
Lazaristes Monsatery – Sokratis Karantinos Stage
From 6  March to 12  April 2020
Wednesday at 18.00
Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 21.00
Sunday at 19.00
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